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From Tower-Hill, Ofober 3. 


HE Love of Vertue is na- 
tural toa wife Man, and 
there isno Perfon fo great 


a Slave to his Vices, who 
at one time or other has not felt rhe 
Warmth of his AfleSions to bend 
that way . but it is ftrarge to ob- 
ferve afer what a differen- Ms .ner 
this Patiion difcovers it {elf in Peo- 
ple of various Opinions. Some are 
drawn away by the Flames of it fo 
foon as they behold the Image ; 
others ftand gazing a great while, 
before they can be won into her Em- 


braces; and when they are, the fire . 


of Love is foon cxtirguifh'd. But 
this Day I had the datisfaction ro 
fee fuch a fioifhd Piece fet befor: 
me, thai | could aot bur lay down 
the Example. Atter 1 hab convers'd 


a while with the bright Star I mean, 
I found that fhe was a Perfon whofe 
Wic and Learning. joyned to the 
Gracefulnefs of her Perfon, are fup- 
»orted by an uncommon Vertue. 
he appeared to me naturally agree- 

able; and exceeding beautiful for 
though fhe is fomewhat advanced in 
Years, her Face, her genteel Air, 
and gracetul Behaviour confirm'd 
the Proverb Lat not only the Spring, 
but cven the Autumn of true Beauty ig 
agrecable ; and yet1 faw the Perfe- 
étions of her Mind very much fur- 
pafsthofe of her Body,as having 
equalled the moft eminent Women 
in thefe Times; neither does fhe 
come behind any of them in Cha- 
ftiry and Modeftv. she makes Pro- 
fetion of Vertue with 1 much the 
more Glory and Advantage, as bee 
ing honourd with the Vifits of the 
moit accomplifhd Perfons of the 
Age 
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Age. "Thiskind of Vanity. which 


fo eafily intoxicates the Minds of 


the Female Sex, 1 obferved was nor 
able totouch hers ; on the contrary, 
fhe fhuns all Occalions which may 
betray her into the Relifh of it. She 
fhewed me in her Clofet feveral 
Pieces fhe had compofed for her own 
Diverfion, wherein were many clo- 
quent and ealy Poems} with feveral 
Letters and other Works, which are 
worthy to be elteemed by the Polite 
and Learned. ‘This ingenious Gen- 
tlewoman had intermixt abundance 
of Tranflations out of French and 


Latin, with her own Productions, 
and had fo happily exprefs’d the 
‘Thoughts of her Authors,that who- 
foever reads the Manufcripts, will 
doubt whetier fhe has not a more 
perfect Knowledge of thofe Tongues 


than her own. It’s true, fhe told 
me fhe had learnt Mufick, but that 
was done only to entertain and un- 
bend her Mind from more ferious 
Studies ; and tho’ fhe excells all the 
Syrens of the Stage, who have fung 
with the greateft Applaufe, yet the 
is no way Partaker in their Vanities, 
nor will fhe ever be perfwaded to 
fee an Entertainment acted, cither in 
the Snglife or French Theaters. If 
any fhould ask at what end of the 
‘Town this Paragon of Vertue is to 
be feen, my Anfwer is, fuppofing 
the Piece to be feign’d, yet } recom- 
mend the likenefs of it to the Fair 
Sex to drefs by, and fix the true 
Idea thereof on their Minds, 





From $+. Margaret's, Weftmintter. 
Ottober 4. 


HIS Day I was at Church in 

Company. with a Couple of 
Gentlemen, who were of two dif- 
ferent Opinions, both in Ecclefiatti- 
cal and Civil Affairs. They fhew’d, 
as 1 thought, but avery fmall re- 
{pect to Devotion: For I obferved 
they fate difputing at each end of the 
Pew,like two Furies who had aban- 
don’d all Pretences either to Reli- 
gion or Reafon, and given them- 
lelves up to a mecr Form. I was 
angry at them, and would fain have 
broke off their Difputes by my 
Frowns ; yet that Refentment did 
not avail, they went on in their De- 
bates. What can I better compare 
fuch Profeflors to; but to feveral 
Perfons in chafe of a Goal, where 
the Prize is only the Figure of a 
Beautiful Temple painted upon a 
whiredWall,in which are a fullAudi- 
ence,and aSteeple hung thick ofBells, 
thatalways chime in time of Divine 
Service 10 loud, that the Noife of 
rong nm drowns the Voice! of 
the Preacher, and puts the whole 
Congregation into a confufed Tu- 
mult. As for my Part, I look upon 
all fuch Men as Atheifts or Fools, 


who thus fly after Shadows, and let 


go the Subftance. Should I take in- 
to Confideration the Difference be- 
tween one Party and another, with 


all the Higocrify, Frauds and Ae 
° 
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of Violence that I fee attend them 
every Day ; it would take up much 
more Time and Room than I can 
fpare, either out of my Study or in 
mv Volume. “Therefore I thal! onl 

fay, that our Drvtitons at this ‘Time 
are like the Quarreg between the 
Soul and B dy. Te they are un- 
der very great mutual Tics, yet they 
are always at Variance; they are 
two Enemies that cannot part, and 
two Friends that cannot abide one 
another; as I fhall here prove from 
thofe two compound Enemies, and 
the Changes which are obfervable 
in the Mind of Man ; all which will 
make good my Allufion of the diffe- 
rence between contending Parties: 
The fublime Part of our Soul is al- 
ways at War with the InferiourParr. 
They are for a definitive Sentence, 
the Soul aécufing the Body. and the 
Body on the other Hand giving in 
its Defences, and not barely denying 
but colouring the Fact. 1 know very 
well, that fome Perfons of late have 
fpoken too pompoufly of the Em- 
pire of the Soul and Body, and thar 
they warm their Imaginations to 
fuch a Pitch, that many things drop 
from them which approach very 
near to Extravagancy,efpecially with 
refpe& to the Mind ; not in fuppo- 
fing that Reafon freed from Paiiion, 
would conftantly and invariably ob: 
ferve the Laws of Order and He: 
nefty ; but in fuppofing it is impof- 
fible to extirpate all vicious Paffions. 
That is the grand Error of thofe 
Gentlemen, they betray their Igno- 
rance of the State of Mankind. The 
other Part of their Opinion is good ; 
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which is,;that if Man had once fab: 
dued and extirpated his Paiiion, je 
would find no Difficulty in practi- 
fing Vertue, and attaining to Per- 
fection, However, they fhould have 
contin’d their Cenfure, and not have 
given it fo large a Scope. They 
taidfome Men did not know that 
the Soul of Man is plunged into the 
Senfes. Pray let me ask them one 
Queftion, Was Cicero ignorant of 
that when he {poke the Wards of 
the third Book of his Repu®tick, 
which St, duguftine has preferved to 
us, and which contain fo livelya 
Defcription of the Slavery of the 
Soul under the Empire of the Pagij- 
ons? Homo non ut a matre, fed ut a 
noverca natura editus off in vitam, cor- 
pore nudo, © fragili & infirmo, animo 
autem anxio ad moleftias, humili ad 
timores, moili ad labores, prono ad tibi- 
dines, in quo tamen imefJet tangquam 
obrutus quidaim divinus ignis ingenii 
mentis, Wad this Author no Know- 
ledge, no Sufpicion of the {trange 
Change of Man, by which his Rea- 
fon was inflav'd to the Paffions ? 
What then is the Import of the 
Words handed down to us by the 
fame St. Auguftine, in which Cicero 
feems to approve of the Ancient Pa- 
gan “de who behieved, that 
the Nativity of Man was 2 Punifh- 
ment of fome Sin committed in ano- 
ther Life? Does not he applaud a 
Thought which he had met with in 
Ariftotie, that the Union of the Soul 
with the Body was a Punifhment 
like to that infliéted by fome ancient 
Robbers, who tied living Bodies to 
dead Corps, Mouth to Mouth, ~~ 
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ly to Belly,and fo on in all the other 
Parts? Was not that owning, that 
the Soul is by its Sins reduced to the 
miferable Condition it finds in the 
Body ? Was nor this a Confideration 
of Sin, as being the Caufe that had 
degraded the Soul from ics natural 
Stare, and Primitive Nobility ? Ma- 
ny more Allufions may be produced 
to prove the Diftraction and Enmity 
there is between the Soul and Body 
of a Man, and the Diforders remain- 
ing in his Mind, but thofe mentio- 
ned fhall fuftice ; all which may be 
applied to the Heats and Animolities 
we daily fee among Parties and Fa- 
étions. One is for gaining a Con- 
quelt over another, which keeps the 
whole Frame of the Body Politick 
ina continual Ferment. I think I 
may fay, our Contefts of late have 
gone much farther than whar Inftan- 
ces I have given of the inteftine War 
carried on within a Man’s felf: For 
our Inveteracy againft each other is 
come to fuch a height, that I even 
blufh to think of it, and fhall not 
here give the opprobrious Name the 
Ring-leaders of our Divifions de- 
ferve. 





From Knightsbridge, Ofober ¢. 
"T Here is not an Hour to come in 
my Life, but I defire ir fhould 


be {pent to fome good Purpofe or 
other. This Morning early I took 
a Walk in Hide-Park, and even thofe 


fpare Minutes were precious to me , 
as {pending them to a wife End: 
For then I was bufie, and full ot 
Defigns, in making many ufeful Re- 
fleétions on the great Power of the 
Creator,and the different Conttituti- 
on there is togbe difcerned in Man’s 
Nature. The firit thing | brought to 
my View, was that Winter look’d 
like a Landskip drawn by a rough 
Hand, wherein every 'mage or Fi- 
gure in it appears dull and det.rm’d, 
and that Summer ro pre fents the Pi- 
éture of a matchlefs Beauty pencil'd 
out by a great Artifl, where no 
Fault or Blemith can be fern. Then 
I curn’'d my Thoughts to a Mifer 
whom | remember d, who after he 
had been robo d of all his Writings, 
and therein of a great Part of his 
Wealth. as he was retiring with 
what Gold he had, which was quil- 
ted in his Saddle he faw a Counrry- 
Girl in the Woods cloathed in Rags, 
finging merrily and diverting her- 
felf with gathering Nuts. The Man 
ftood ftill for fome time, liftening 
and looking upon her; at laft he 
wept, and broke forth into thefe 
Expreffions: ‘ O contented Virgin! 
* who never kneweft what Wit, 
* Riches or Beauty meant! how 
* much happier art thou iathy low 
* Eftate, than I am with my Saddle 
* lin’d with athoufand Broad Pieces! 
* That vaft Store now is but lirtle 
* to me, and thy fmall heap of Nuts 
* is a great Dowry to thee. 
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